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GREAT
CHISHILL

By ERIC RAYNER

(N 220d February 1798, at about two in the
afternoon, ‘a sad and teryble fire at Great
Chales, brok out in a short spas of time burnt down
almost the ol tund. In about three ours time
d no ware to hid thar hades . .

e thevlad in the vestry house
of the Congregational church had gone for a
b b Vot bl = e Mo
for the minister, and left a fire of burning shavings
unattended. No wonder a minute in the Congre-
gational Record Book mentions the ‘dangerous,
destructive nature of beer.” However, as the un-

grammatical but suceinct chronicles disclose, ‘luckey
lvcs was lost’ apart from three misfortunate

e Congregational church standing then, bmh
in 1694, and a successor to a barn in
has been replaced since, in 1894, by the prc&em
church which, with its gallery, can hold 300 persons.
‘The windmill on the high point of the Bnrley
Road has likewise gone, its materials re-used i
1819 for.the ons there o Standing meat the
rond i sa)ls are have so frightened a horse
lted, killing a man. But they never
Irlgl\(cncd the he or she who stclc mlllcr Pegrum's
horse and cart one night; des fact that the
pollcemans Sotiage wes only & o e
‘The parish church of St. Swithin did not go un-
scathed through the ‘fier’ for the roof and
belfry floor went alight, and one of the bells was
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cracked. And 50, t00, must have been the tower,
for twice during the next century it partly collapsed.
Apart from those structural disasters, Cromwell’s
troops had, 150 years before, knocked out pretty
well every bit of stained glass, and decapitated the
angels on the pillars of the arcades.

The old south porch not only still has a holy
water sioup. bt 410 the,rimains of & stalrway
10 a priest’s chamber. Inside, half hidden by
the Communion table, is a tablet recalling John
Cooke, who died in the January of 1701. A J.P.,
deputy-Licutenant, and sheriff of Essex by special
appointment of William III, his wife and seven

urther monument on the north
wall of the chancel which they modestly describe as
“t00 mean and unworthy of him.’

The Rev. Thomas Henry Griffinhoofe likewise
has two memorials: a brass plate here record
his 26 years as vicar, and not far from the church a
el ST vl g SR G e
his memory, abor

Tideavc) e R e ea ol (e e
and is not kept as clean as it mi

"The Rev. Grifiahoofe,  thin, diabeti e man,
always wore hob-nailed boots so that his entry into
the church, over tiled flooring, never went unnoticed.
As for his Sunday services, they seldom finished
under an hour and_ half.

e organ, with its five stops and pull-out key-
board, is said to have come from a ‘gentleman’s
drawing room’ which it may well have done for it
is ancient enough. But of more importance is the
fact that itis a ‘G’ organ instead of a ‘C’; somewhat
disconcering, 0,8 s orgaaist SHoyer
since St. s has had the same organist for.
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St. Swithins perched above the
road on a knol

s post mill, built in 1819
T ctera of a provios
milly was ftted with a new oak
postin
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By George Jessup

the past 20 years, few stand-in organists have been
requi

Like_many another village, Great Chishill's
bells—fvein number—seldom ring  pal: whereas
es used

counlrysxdc G e e

as the old year died, they tolled it out; and then

rang in the new one it al ts high hopes and
i

e glee parties, or concerts
in the school, where the head-mistress, Miss Jessie
Tranter, and young Miss Smith used to open the
proceedings with a piano duet. As for Jessie, she,
with her sister, Mary, taught and disciplined 100
boys and girls through standards one to seven. And
no-one threatened to take her to court for using the
cane or keeping their offspring in after hours,
labouriously writing out ‘I must not talk in school”.

seems rather the home of . memories
for down here stood the vicarage with, beyond
its garden wall, the Quaker burial ground 1n which
some of the Hageer family were buried. They, in
{hotvilags{foe i ccalurcs Tatogelime i the
village store and p

Ao Trished i umneis bakery, and the Wiie
Horse opposite, but drinking men need not go
thirsty for the Plough is still open. Once thatched
at the back, with wattle and daub walls, a chimney
running through the centre of the house, and some
beaming here and there, it has been so altered,
I, and changed about that it s abnost -
ible to discover its original plan of
One thing standing where € alvays was i e e
heavily where clients used to park
thee borse am 6 ap “Theso tim
in the smal foreconrt befor golng on their way to
Saffron Wal

“Theee ko plety of hatehed cotiages ' o

village, but some years ago five did go to the making
of Deepwell House. And at the same time the well
‘which had supplied the whole village with water was

two private wells are
scattered about but tap water, if not o sweet, is still

has been playing for at least 50 ye
beyond that, at a V-junction, is Great o HaII
a brick and flint house with a large tree-shaded law,

xhzy Have been cultivaed by very painstaking
garde

Actully, all Great Chishil is set sumcwhv:n
about the 450 feet contour mark, so one is getti
ol b e il

fter a shower of summer rain when the air is clear.

A works bus comes in twice a day, there are a
few extra buses on Fridays and Saturdays; and
apart from a greengrocery van, a iciete ey
calls in once a week or so with or
Gt e e e e
lanes are quiet.

And except for John de Chishull who, born here,
became bishop of Winchester in the April of 1274,
and ended up opposite the choir of old St. Paul’s,
none of Chishills citizens have figured largely in
the nation’s history. Perhaps the most momentous
event, apart from the fire, was in 1895, when the
village was transferred from Essex to Cambridge-
shire. The postal address, however, i
Royston, Hertfordshire. That could only hapy
in England.

HE hooded, or grey, crow has become comparatively scarce in East Anglia

in recent years and the majority of them that come down from the north
in October spend most of the winter in<oastal a
Jfor anything in the way of carrion washed up with the ide. They are i
identified from their close relation, the carrion crow, by their grey back,
breast and underparts. Otherwise they much resemble it in habits bur, if any-

reas patrolling the water line

thing, are even more wary and cunning and certainly more detested for their

ravages among the eggs and young of other birds

Liav occasionally come across a large tre scolc pie beng most faoured)

which one of these robbers has used as a look-ou

post, from whence it would

Sl gt o o il e i B o o i i

sionally in the past a

< this bird has yer

Sarmyard poultry. Under such a tree 1 have seen thousands of egg shells of
many'species of birds from the domestic turkey down to the song thrsh.

The main exodus of these birds takes place about the second week in April
but an odd one or two sometimes linger on into the early summer. Very occa-
pai husbeen eported breding in Norfoll bt Rivere,
i his Bids of Norol 1930,

fact remains that an authentic nest of
eml in Nw/alk 1 watched a pair start to build a

cor
nest at Little ('rcmnglmm Some 12.years ago b they must have been overcomie

by the migratory urge, as they Iefi he area before the nest was compleed.




	East Anglian Oct 1966 - Great Chishill Article 1
	East Anglian Oct 1966 - Great Chishill Article 2
	East Anglian Oct 1966 - Great Chishill Article 3
	East Anglian Oct 1966 - Great Chishill Article 4

